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ON  THE  MOVE 


Newsline 


Senior  Research  Officers  appointed 


Dr.  Bryan  Fuhr 

Dr.  Bryan  Fuhr,  Oil  Sands  and  Hydro- 
carbon Recovery,  Mark  Johnson, 
Resource  Technologies,  and  Dr.  Baki 
Ozum,  Coal  and  Hydrocarbon  Process- 
ing, have  been  appointed  Senior 
Research  Officers. 

Dr.  Fuhr  joined  the  Alberta  Research 
Council  as  an  associate  research  officer 
in  1983.  He  is  currently  responsible  for 
investigations  of  flocculation  of  asphal- 
tenes  in  bitumen-diluent  mixtures  and  of 
supercritical  fluid  chromatographic  tech- 
niques for  monitoring  aromatics  in 
refinery  streams.  He  also  is  project 
manager  for  Syncrude/CANMET  con- 


Mark  Johnson 

tract  investigating  tailings  sludge  and 
coordinator  for  a  variety  of  industry  con- 
tracts. 

Mark  Johnson  has  more  than  15  years 
experience  with  the  Alberta  Research 
Council.  He  lists  among  his  accomplish- 
ments the  planning,  design  and  develop- 
ment of  the  real-time  weather  radar  data 
and  aircraft  position  acquisition,  process- 
ing and  display  system;  the  data  acquisi- 
tion, processing  and  display  system  for 
the  Aerolab  research  aircraft;  and  the 
development,  implementation  and 
validation  of  SWIFT  (Severe  Weather  In- 
telligent Forecast  Terminal). 


Academic  achievements  noted 


Two  University  of  Alberta  graduate  stu- 
dents working  at  the  Oil  Sands  and 
Hydrocarbon  Recovery  Department  suc- 
cessfully completed  their  theses  this  fall. 
Jamey  Hovey  obtained  his  Ph.D.  in 
Chemistry  with  his  thesis,  "Ther- 
modynamics of  Aqueous  Solutions". 
Raul  Hauser  completed  his  M.Sc.  in 
Chemical  Engineering  on  the  topic,  "En- 
thalpies of  Mixing  of  Carbon  Dioxide 


with  Organic  Solvents".  Both  were  su- 
pervised in  their  thesis  work  by  Dr.  Peter 
Tremaine,  Oil  Sands  and  Hydrocarbon 
Recovery  Department,  and  University  of 
Alberta  Professors  Loren  Hepler  and 
Alan  Mather  respectively. 

Graduate  students  at  the  department 
work  as  visiting  scientists  on  cooperative 
research  projects  which  complement 
funded  areas  of  program  activity. 


Dr.  Baki  Ozum 

Dr.  Ozum  joined  the  Alberta  Research 
Council  in  1981.  Since  then,  he  has 
demonstrated  the  ability  to  work  with 
several  teams  of  researchers  to  provide 
interpretive  and  theoretical-analytical 
scientific  judgement  and  understanding 
of  chemically  reactive  multi-phase  flow 
systems.  He  has  been  interested  primarily 
in  chemical  reactor  engineering  in  coal 
conversion  and  bitumen  upgrading,  two 
phase  flow  heat  transfer,  coal  combustion 
and  gasification,  process  optimization 
and  control. 


Employee  changes 

We  welcome  to  the  Alberta  Research 
Council:  Dixon  Fong,  Coal  and 
Hydrocarbon  Processing;  Naomi  Moor, 
Oil  Sands  and  Hydrocarbon  Recovery; 
Gary  Nevison,  Advanced  Technologies; 
Claudia  Palylyk,  Terrain  Sciences; 
Brian  Schack,  Advanced  Technologies; 
Greg  Sidebottom,  Advanced  Tech- 
nologies; Stephen  Tse,  Computing. 

We  say  goodbye  to:  Cheryl  Boyko, 
Darren  Bracket!,  Marilyn  Rice,  John 
Rymkiewicz,  David  Seabrook. 
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Supervision  course  held  in  Calgary  -  first  time 


Dr.  John  Douglas,  regional  vice-president,  industrial  Tech- 
nologies, presented  certificates  to  eight  employees  from  the 
Advanced  Technologies  Department  who  successfully  com- 
pleted the  in-house  supervision  skills  course.  Developed  by 
the  Human  Resources  Department,  the  course  helps  first-line 
supervisors  and  managers  deal  with  the  day-to-day  practical 
aspects  of  supervising,  motivating  and  leading  others,  focus- 
ing on  the  practice  of  specific  skills.  From  left,  front  row: 
Wolf  Gut,  instructor;  Linda  Trottier;  Dr.  John  Douglas;  back 
row:  Ken  Gamble;  Cheryl  Boyko;  Donna  Wauters;  Miki  Zah- 
ner;  Henry  Voss;  Doug  Konkin;  and  Bob  Zezulka. 


The  course  also  was  oflered  in  Edmonton  this  fall  and  resulted 
in  1 1  employees  being  awarded  certificates.  From  left,  front 
row:  Henry  Hudson,  Resource  Technologies;  Wolf  Gut,  in- 
structor; Lee  Cardwell,  Resource  Technologies;  Marty 
Schurek,  Coal  and  Hydrocarbon  Processing;  Wojciech 
Grochowski,  Coal  and  Hydrocarbon  Processing;  back  row: 
Ted  Frauenfeld,  Oil  Sands  and  Hydrocarbon  Recovery;  Mike 
Gray,  Materials  and  Testing;  Lome  Bradley,  Information  Ser- 
vices; Brian  Rebus,  Materials  and  Testing;  Don  Morrison,  Oil 
Sands  and  Hydrocarbon  Recovery.  Absent  were  Rudy  Strobl 
and  Don  MacDonald,  Alberta  Geological  Survey. 


Promotions,  secondments 


Bill  Korendyk,  Resource  Technologies, 
and  Brian  Rottenfusser,  Alberta 
Geological  Survey,  have  been  promoted 
to  associate  research  officers.  Robert 
Booth,  Computing,  has  been  promoted 
from  computing  technician  I  to  junior 
research  officer. 

Frank  Robitaille,  Resource  Technol- 


ogies Department,  has  been  seconded 
halftime  to  the  office  of  the  vice-presi- 
dent. Development  and  Planning.  Here, 
he  will  assist  in  the  preparation  of  a  cor- 
porate business  development  plan,  in  the 
conduct  of  the  Marketing  and  Business 
Development  Committee,  and  in  other 
aspects  of  corporate  marketing. 


ON  THE  LIGHTER  SIDE 


Linda  O 'Carroll,  Biotechnology  Depart- 
ment, was  visited  by  a  leprechaun 
November  10  on  the  occasion  of  her 
30th  birthday,  thanks  to  her  department 
colleagues.  He  was  spotted  singing 
happy  birthday  to  Linda  as  she  made  her 
way  through  the  cafeteria  line  up  at  Mill 
Woods. 


BUSINESS  DEVELOPMENT 


Learn  to  be  an  effective  spokesperson  February  9 


Does  the  thought  of  being  interviewed 
by  a  journalist  make  you  nervous?  Do 
you  wonder  if  you  will  be  able  to  get 
your  message  across;  about  the  kind  of 
image  you  might  project  once  the  inter- 
view is  printed/broadcast;  about  how 
you  might  handle  difficult  or  leading 
questions? 

Wonder  no  more.  Attend  a  one-day 
media  workshop  February  9,  in  the  Mul- 
tipurpose Room  of  the  Alberta  Research 
Council's  south  Edmonton  site.  The 


workshop,  which  will  be  tailored  to  the 
special  needs  of  the  research  depart- 
ments, is  sponsored  by  the  Public  Rela- 
tions Office. 

Hank  Goertzen,  director.  Corporate 
and  Public  Relations,  Alberta  Technol- 
ogy, Research  and  Telecommunications, 
will  conduct  the  workshop  between  8:30 
a.m.  and  4:30  p.m.  A  specialist  in  this 
field,  Mr.  Goertzen  will  cover  how  the 
news  media  operates,  provide  a  guide  to 
interviews,  and  provide  participants  with 


firsthand  interview  experience  via 
videotaped  feedback. 

Registration  for  this  course  is  limited 
to  12  persons  and  will  be  filled  on  a  first 
come  first  serve  basis.  Course  nomina- 
tion forms  should  be  completed  and  sent 
to  the  Human  Resources  Department  by 
January  9.  For  further  information  on  this 
course,  please  contact  Wolf  Gut  at  450- 
5139. 
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STAFF  NOTES 


Administrative  Services  -  As  the  Al- 
berta Research  Council  does  not  receive 
all  its  funding  from  the  provincial 
government,  and  buying  is  done  for  out- 
side groups  currently  working  at  its 
sites,  the  Research  Council  now  pays 
Federal  Sales  Tax  on  certain  items  pur- 
chased after  January  1,  1989.  This  will 
not  extend  to  all  purchases  as  it  is  ex- 
pected the  organization  will  be  certified 
as  a  scientific  institution  by  Revenue 
Canada. 

Purchase  requisitions  are  now  being 
reformatted  to  allow  requisitioners  space 
to  include  end-use  requirements  of  items 
being  purchased  which  will  enable 
buyers  to  determine  whether  items  are 
FST  exempt  or  not.  They  should  be  avail- 
able by  the  middle  of  January.  The  Pur- 
chase Order  form  also  has  been  revised 
slightly  to  reflect  these  changes. 

*  *  ★ 

Alberta  Geological  Survey  -  The 

Western  Canada  Coal  Geoscience 
Forum  is  expected  to  attract  some  200 
delegates  to  the  Alberta  Research 
Council's  south  Edmonton  site  April  24 
and  25,  1989.  The  event  will  be  co- 
hosted  by  the  Alberta  Geological  Sur- 
vey, the  British  Columbia  Ministry  of 
Energy,  Mines  and  Petroleum  Resour- 
ces, and  the  Geological  Survey  of 
Canada  (Institute  of  Sedimentary  and 
Petroleum  Geology). 

Approximately  20  technical  presenta- 
tions and  20  to  25  poster  displays  will  be 
used  to  showcase  coal  geoscience  techni- 
ques for  the  1990's  and  highlight  new  re- 
search. Proceedings  will  be  published  in 
a  pre-conference  volume  and  delegates 
will  have  the  opportunity  to  participate  in 
a  pre-conference  field  trip  to  the 
Cadomin-Luscar  coal  field  and  a  post- 
conference  workshop  on  GeoScience  In- 
formation Systems  (GSIS). 

*  ★  * 

Biotechnology  -  Mike  Curtis  was 
elected  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors of  the  Industrial  Biotechnology  As- 
sociation of  Canada  (IBAC)  December 
6,  during  the  association's  annual  meet- 
ing in  Toronto.  The  only  body  em- 
powered to  represent  the  interests  of 
Canada's  bio-industries  to  Government, 
the  IBAC  currently  has  26  corporate 
members,  including  some  of  Canada's 
biggest  names  in  Biotechnology. 

*  ★  ★ 

Dr.  Alan  Jones  and  Walter  Leps  recently 
visited  the  Networks  for  Centres  of  Ex- 


cellence in  Bioprocessing  in  Waterloo, 
Ontario.  Here,  they  met  with  Brian  Cox, 
chairman  of  Bioprocessing,  to  discuss 
how  the  Alberta  Research  Council  could 
be  involved  in  biotechnology  projects 
generated  at  the  national  level. 

As  a  result  of  this  meeting,  the 
Biotechnology  Department  will  work 
with  Allelix  Incorporated  of  Toronto, 
Ontario,  to  look  at  aspects  of  fungal  fer- 
mentation, downstream  processing,  and 
process  integration.  Another  company 
will  work  with  the  department  in  the  new 
year  to  do  a  preliminary  150-litre  (animal 
cell)  fermentation. 

*  *  * 

Dr.  Leps  also  was  in  Montreal  recently, 
where  he  had  a  tour  of  the  Biotechnol- 
ogy Research  Institute.  The  Research 
Council's  Biotechnology  Department  is 
working  towards  a  Memorandum  of  Un- 
derstanding with  this  institute,  part  of 
which  would  include  the  exchange  of 
personnel. 

*  ★  ★ 

Coal  and  Hydrocarbon  Processing  - 

Leszek  Lewkowicz  has  been  seconded 
to  Alberta  Energy  until  March  31,  1989, 
to  help  develop  a  comprehensive 
hydrogen  technology  research  program 
for  Alberta.  The  Alberta-wide,  industry- 
supported  program  is  part  of  the  national 
hydrogen  initiative  -  the  Alberta 
Research  Council  is  currently  delineat- 
ing a  detailed  hydrogen  research 
program  based  on  interdepartmental 
skills,  resources  and  research  priorities. 

*  *  ★ 

Gary  Kovacik  and  Allan  Chambers 
worked  with  a  team  of  five  Canadian 
scientists  at  Japanese  university,  govern- 
ment and  industrial  coal  research 
laboratories  in  November.  The  project 
was  part  of  the  Canada-Japan  Joint 
Academic  Research  Program  on  the  effi- 
cient uses  of  coal,  established  to 
promote  interaction  between  Japanese 
and  Canadian  coal  research  institutions 
and  scientists. 

*  *  * 

Computing  -  Donna  Saranchuk  recently 
attended  a  course  in  CCALC  PLUS, 
with  a  view  to  the  department  offering 
stronger  support  of  this  product. 

*  *  * 

Electronics  Test  Centre  -  John  Bed- 
does,  Electronics  Test  Centre,  says  his 
department  is  getting  more  contract 
work  as  a  result  of  amendments  to  the 
Radio  Interference  Regulations.  The 


Department  of  Communications  (DOC) 
requires  that  all  digital  electronic  equip- 
ment sold  in  Canada  after  January  31, 
1989  be  tested  for  radio  noise  emissions. 

The  Electronics  Test  Centre  is  an  ap- 
proved DOC  Test  Laboratory,  able  to  test 
all  kinds  of  electronic  equipment  to  the 
new  regulation.  John  says  they  are  al- 
ready receiving  requests  from  Alberta 
companies  who  have  just  discovered  their 
new  products  will  not  get  to  market  un- 
less they  meet  this  latest  regulation. 

★  ★  * 

Information  Services  -  The  library  is 
now  able  to  access  the  data  base  GEOS- 
CAN  on  MINISIS.  This  is  the  Geologi- 
cal Survey  of  Canada's  national  data 
base  in  the  geosciences.  It  covers  the 
geographic  area  of  Canada  and  is 
regularly  updated  with  information  from 
the  American  Geological  Institute's  data 
base  GEOREF,  as  well  as  all  of  the 
provincial  geological  surveys  across 
Canada.  Queries  should  be  directed  to 
Jennifer  Fullen  (450-5060)  or  Hanne 
Csanyi  (438-7628). 

★  *  * 

Materials  and  Testing  -  Sieg  Hol- 
lemeyer  and  his  team  in  the  Machine 
Shop  were  recently  recognized  for  their 
exceptional  performance  in  designing 
and  building  equipment  for  microgravity 
experiments  on  board  the  T33  and 
KC135  carriers  (used  by  Dr.  Brad 
Thompson,  Biotechnology,  to  perform 
tests  on  bubble  collapse  to  design  more 
efficient  fermentors). 

Admirers  of  the  Machine  Shop's  work 
include  SED  Systems  Inc.  of  Saskatoon, 
National  Research  Council  personnel  in 
Ottawa,  and  members  of  the  Safety  Com- 
mittee and  Technical  Review  Committee 
of  NASA  at  the  Johnson  Space  Centre. 

★  ★  * 

Oil  Sands  and  Hydrocarbon  Recovery 

-  The  Oil  Sands  and  Hydrocarbon 
Recovery  Department  recently  hosted  its 
semiannual  Alberta  Oil  Sands  Technol- 
ogy &  Research  Authority  (AOSTRA)/ 
Alberta  Research  Council/Industry  Ac- 
cess Program  Technical  Review  and 
Dinner.  The  dinner  was  held  for  Access 
members  December  7,  at  the  Westin 
Hotel,  Edmonton,  where  they  were  able 
to  meet  informally  with  the  Boards  of 
Directors  of  the  Alberta  Research  Coun- 
cil and  AOSTRA.  Guest  speakers  were: 
the  Honorable  Les  Young,  Minister  of 
Technology,  Research  and  Telecom- 

continued  on  page  six 
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Newsline  -  you  said  it! 


This  month's  issue  of  Newsline,  the 
Research  Council's  internal  publication, 
is  new  and  improved. 

Material  of  interest  will  be  presented 
under  all  or  some  of  the  following  stand- 
ard sections  each  month:  People,  Depart- 
ments, On  The  Move,  Health  and  Safety, 
Talkback,  Corporate  News,  Business 
Development,  Staff  Notes,  and  On  the 
Lighter  Side.  Stories  will  be  shorter  too, 
allowing  Newsline  to  cover  a  greater 
variety  of  topics. 

These  changes  are  due,  in  part,  to  com- 
ments received  from  staff  in  the  October 
readership  survey. 

Only  12.2  per  cent  of  staff  responded 
to  the  survey.  While  the  results  cannot  be 
taken  as  an  indication  of  how  all 
Research  Council  employees  feel  about 


the  publication,  they  do  provide  some  in- 
teresting information. 

The  majority  of  those  responding  to 
the  survey  were  professional  staff,  fol- 
lowed by  technical,  support  and  clerical, 
and  management.  Over  half  said  they 
read  every  issue  of  Newsline.  Of  those 
who  said  they  did  not,  16.4  per  cent  said 
it  was  because  they  were  too  busy,  while 
three  per  cent  said  they  were  not  inter- 
ested. 

The  topic  of  most  importance  to 
respondents  was  management  decisions 
and  policies,  followed  by  corporate  busi- 
ness development  efforts  and  profes- 
sional development/training.  Almost  50 
per  cent  indicated  they  would  like  to  see 
increased  coverage  of  management 
decisions  and  policies,  while  the 


coverage  of  other  topics  rated  as  impor- 
tant should  not  change. 

A  sampling  of  the  comments  generated 
by  the  survey  include:  more  information 
on  training  might  be  useful;  shorter,  more 
direct  articles;  more  social  events,  cor- 
porate wellness  events,  more  detail  on 
people  coming  and  going;  more  topics; 
be  more  brief  and  add  more  articles, 
fewer  details;  be  honest,  discuss  and  at- 
tack problems,  not  just  say  how  wonder- 
ful we  are;  and  more  social,  staff  news, 
more  'community',  less  'policy'. 

While  it  will  never  be  possible  to  satis- 
fy everyone,  especially  given  the 
Research  Council's  diverse  internal 
audience,  the  changed  format  and  content 
are  expected  to  address  a  majority  of  the 
concerns  noted  in  the  survey. 


Karl  A.  Clark  Memorial  Scholarship  awarded 


Generous  awards  from  the  Alberta 
Research  Council  will  enable  two 
postgraduate  students  to  concentrate  ex- 
clusively on  their  research  in  the  coming 
year. 

Stan  Backs,  University  of  Alberta,  and 
James  Muir,  University  of  Calgary,  were 
each  awarded  $13  500  as  the  1988/89 
recipients  of  the  Karl  A.  Clark  Memorial 
Scholarship  and  the  Alberta  Research 
Council  Scholarship  respectively. 

The  scholarships  are  used  to  support 
thesis  research  at  the  Master  or  Ph.D. 
level.  They  also  are  intended  to  en- 
courage students  to  further  their  studies, 
particularly  in  areas  and  disciplines  in 
which  the  Research  Council  is  active. 


These  include  energy  resources  and  their 
utilization;  geological,  soil  and  water 
resources;  chemical  and  biological 
processing;  transportation  and  industrial 
development;  and  technical  and 
economic  evaluation. 

Established  at  a  time  when  there  was  a 
shortage  of  trained  manpower  in  science 
and  engineering  research,  the  awards 
have  been  successful  in  providing  in- 
creased interaction  between  the  univer- 
sities and  Research  Council  staff,  as  well 
as  supporting  students  who  excel  in 
scientific  study. 

A  post  graduate  student  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Alberta's  Department  of  Mineral, 
Metallurgical  and  Petroleum  Engineer- 


ing, Stan  Backs  will  be  conducting  re- 
search on  spinels,  a  class  of  ceramic 
materials  with  several  important  refrac- 
tory, electrical  and  magnetic  applica- 
tions. 

James  Muir,  who  is  studying  in  the 
University  of  Calgary's  Department  of 
Chemical  and  Petroleum  Engineering, 
will  conduct  his  research  work  on 
spouted-bed  reactors  using  draft  tubes. 
He  hopes  to  show  the  viability  of  these 
reactors  to  the  flash  pyrolysis  of  heavy 
oils  for  viscosity  reduction.  The  reactors 
also  could  have  potential  in  the  coal 
processing  industry  when  used  in  the  li- 
quefaction or  gasification  of  coal. 


PSA  election  results  -  effective  January  1 


Helga  Petri,  Oil  Sands  and  Hydrocarbon 
Recovery  Department,  is  the  new  presi- 
dent of  the  Professional  Staff  Associa- 
tion (PSA).  Other  members  elected  to 
the  1988/89  PSA  Executive  Committee 
are: 

Charles  Richmond  (Data  Acquisition) 
-  past-president;  Karen  Beliveau  (Joint 
Research  Venture  Program)  -  vice-presi- 
dent; Henry  Voss  (Advanced  Tech- 


nologies) -  executive  secretary;  Bryan 
Fuhr  (Oil  Sands  and  Hydrocarbon 
Recovery)  -  treasurer. 

Divisional  representatives  for  Energy 
and  Biotechnology,  Leslie  Black  (Coal 
and  Hydrocarbon  Processing)  and  Joanne 
Boothby  (Biotechnology);  Natural 
Resources,  Don  Scafe  and  Rudy  Strobl 
(Geological  Survey);  Industrial  Tech- 
nologies, Doug  Konkin  (Advanced  Tech- 


nologies) and  Robert  Heimann  (Materials 
and  Testing);  Operations,  Janis  Koehler 
(Occupational  Health).  Janis  Koehler  is 
also  the  PSA  Perspective  editor. 

Committee  chairmen:  Bill  Korendyk 
(Resource  Technologies)  -  membership; 
Jed  Sutherland  (Advanced  Technologies) 
-  remuneration  and  benefits;  Rudy  Strobl 
(Geological  Survey)  -  professional 
development. 
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Four  new  members  appointed  to  the  board 


The  appointment  of  four  new  members 
to  the  Alberta  Research  Council's  Board 
of  Directors  was  announced  recently  by 
Fred  Bradley,  chairman,  and  Les  Young, 
Minister  of  Alberta  Technology, 
Research  and  Telecommunications. 

Dr.  Robert  B.  Church,  associate  dean 
(research).  Faculty  of  Medicine,  Univer- 
sity of  Calgary;  Dr.  Renee  Elio,  assistant 
professor.  Department  of  Computing 
Science,  University  of  Alberta;  H.  Mac- 
Kenzie  Millar,  vice-president  and 
secretary-treasurer,  Millar  Western  In- 
dustries Ltd.,  and  president  of  Millar 
Western  Pulp  Ltd.;  and  Dr.  D.  Robert 
Weir,  general  manager,  Technology, 
Sherritt  Gordon  Limited,  were  appointed 
December  1  for  a  three-year  term. 

Dr.  Church  is  a  Ph.D.  graduate  from 
the  Institute  of  Animal  Genetics  in  Edin- 
burgh, Scotland.  He  owns  Lochend 
Luing  Ranches,  Airdrie,  which  special- 
izes in  commercial  beef  cattle  and  Luing 
seed  stock  production  and  sale.  For  the 
last  20  years,  Dr.  Church  has  been  active- 
ly involved  in  technology  transfer  to 
biotechnology  companies  in  Alberta,  and 
the  set  up  of  1 1  new  high  technology 
companies  in  Alberta,  the  United  States, 
New  Zealand  and  Australia. 

Dr.  Elio  holds  a  Ph.D.  in  cognitive 
psychology  from  Carnegie-Mellon 
University  in  Pittsburgh,  Philadelphia. 
She  currently  holds  a  Natural  Sciences 


and  Engineering  Research  Council  of 
Canada  individual  operating  grant  for 
Machine  Learning  and  Knowledge-based 
systems.  Dr.  Elio  is  cofounder  and  a 
member  of  the  executive  committee  for 
the  Alberta  Centre  for  Machine  Intel- 
ligence and  Robotics.  From  1983  to  1985 
she  worked  at  the  Alberta  Research 
Council  as  project  manager  and  principle 
designer  of  METEOR,  a  knowledge- 
based  system  for  predicting  the  occur- 
rence and  nature  of  severe  convective 
storms. 

H.  MacKenzie  Millar  is  a  native  of  Ed- 
monton. He  holds  a  Bachelor  of  Com- 
merce from  the  University  of  Alberta  and 
heads  the  family  business,  engaged  in 
chemical,  heavy  construction,  lumber 
and  pulp  industries.  He  is  active  as  a 


Staff  who  want  to  find  out  what  is  new 
at  the  Alberta  Research  Council  now 
have  two  sources  of  information  - 
Newsline  and  a  new  on-line  news  bul- 
letin called  Au  Courant. 

Current  information  regarding  discus- 
sions and  decisions  taking  place  at  the 
Board,  Executive  and  Senior  Manage- 
ment Committee  level  will  be  sent  by  Sue 
Stadler,  Secretariat,  to  all  staff  via  BUL- 


director  of  numerous  forest  industry  or- 
ganizations and  currently  serves  on  the 
forest  sector  advisory  committee  to  the 
federal  government. 

Dr.  Weir,  who  holds  a  Ph.D.  in 
Chemistry  from  the  University  of  Alber- 
ta, has  had  42  inventions  patented  and 
has  published  more  than  30  papers.  He 
joined  Sherritt  Gordon  Limited,  Fort  Sas- 
katchewan, in  1964  and  is  now  respon- 
sible for  research,  engineering  and  exter- 
nal technology  transfer. 

The  appointments  were  made  to 
replace  retiring  members,  and  to  accom- 
modate recent  changes  to  the  Alberta 
Research  Council's  Act  which  allow  the 
organization  to  have  a  16-member  board. 
Reappointed  were  John  McDougall,  Dr. 
George  Miller,  and  Dr.  Irene  Teitz. 


LETIN  on  the  15th  of  each  month,  start- 
ing in  January. 

News  will  only  be  covered  briefly  in 
note  form,  but  a  contact  name  will  be  in- 
cluded should  the  reader  require  or  desire 
further  information.  Items  seen  to  be  of 
particular  interest  or  importance  to  the 
majority  of  Research  Council  staff  may 
also  be  covered  in  greater  detail  in 
Newsline. 


Newsline  gets  a  partner 


HEALTH  &  SAFETY 


New  safety  and  health  committee  established 


Alberta  Research  Council  staff  now 
have  a  stronger  voice  in  safety  and 
health  concerns  -  through  the  Joint 
Safety  and  Health  Committee. 

Dr.  Green,  vice-president.  Operations, 
chairs  the  committee.  He  says  the 
Research  Council  was  committed  to  set 
up  a  Joint  Safety  and  Health  Committee 
under  the  Union  Agreement.  The  Profes- 
sional Staff  Association  (PSA)  also  had 
requested  the  establishment  of  such  a 
body. 

Members  are  from  management,  the 
Alberta  Union  of  Provincial  Employees, 
and  the  Professional  Staff  Association. 


They  are:  Don  Murray,  Facilities  and 
Safety;  Janis  Koehler,  Occupational 
Health  Unit;  Don  Peckham,  Human 
Resources;  Eugene  Parranto,  Facilities 
and  Safety;  Bill  Sadoway,  Resource 
Technologies;  Ed  Fitzpatrick,  Coal  and 
Hydrocarbon  Processing;  Alan  Sanger, 
Coal  and  Hydrocarbon  Processing;  Anne 
Koots,  Oil  Sands  and  Hydrocarbon 
Recovery;  Charles  Richmond,  Comput- 
ing; and  Don  Ungarian,  Coal  and 
Hydrocarbon  Processing.  They  will  ful- 
fill a  policy-making  and  strategic  role  for 
the  Research  Council  in  Safety  and  Oc- 
cupational Health  matters. 


"Our  task  will  be  to  promote  recogni- 
tion and  adherence  of  corporate  safety 
and  health  standards;  to  be  knowledge- 
able of  the  existing  Alberta  Research 
Council  safety  and  occupational  health 
structure;  and  to  review  organizational 
systems  and  standards  including  Site 
Safety  Committees,  and  to  make  recom- 
mendations to  the  Management  Commit- 
tee for  improvements. 

"We  also  will  ensure  that  safe  working 
practices  are  established  and  maintained 
for  all  facilities  occupied  by  the  Research 
Council,"  says  Dr.  Green. 


Newsline,  January  1989 
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munications;  Mr.  Bill  Yurko,  chairman 
of  AOSTRA;  and  Mr.  Jim  MacFarland, 
manager  of  the  Esso  Cold  Lake  Com- 
mercial Operation. 

Access  members  include  Alberta  Ener- 
gy Company  Limited,  BP  Exploration 
Canada  Limited,  Computer  Modelling 
Group,  Esso  Resources  Canada  Limited, 
Gulf  Canada  Limited,  Japan  Canada  Oil 
Sands  Limited,  Petro  Canada  Resources, 
Shell  Canada  Limited,  and  Texaco 
Canada  Resources  Limited. 

*  *  * 


Resource  Technologies  -  Rick  Barlow 
and  consultant  Al  Levinsohn  are  work- 
ing on  an  Alberta  Research  Council  con- 
tract with  the  Alberta  Planning  Board  in- 
volving the  municipal  district  of  Stur- 
geon and  the  Town  of  Morinville.  The 
contract  is  for  the  development  of  a 
Land  Related  Information  System  for 
municipal  applications,  including  road 
and  utility  inventories,  land  suitability 
and  parcel  records  management.  Phase  I 
of  the  project  involves  the  conceptual 
design  of  the  system  and  will  be  com- 
pleted by  April,  1989. 


*  *  * 

Terrain  Sciences  -  Terry  Macyk  was 
recently  elected  vice-president.  Alberta 
Chapter,  Canadian  Land  Reclamation 
Association.  The  appointment  was  an- 
nounced during  the  organization's  an- 
nual symposium,  held  September  at  the 
Kananaskis  Lodge.  The  Alberta  Chapter 
will  be  hosting  the  first  joint  meeting  of 
the  Canadian  Land  Reclamation  As- 
sociation and  the  American  Society  for 
Surface  Mining  and  Reclamation  in  Cal- 
gary in  August  1989. 

*  ★  ★ 


PEOPLE 


Val  Osinchuk  retires  after  24  years 


Val  Osinchuk,  Industrial  Development 
Group,  decided  it  was  time  to  sit  back, 
relax  and  get  a  new  perspective  on  his 
life.  He  retired  from  the  Alberta 
Research  Council  December  14  -  one 
month  short  of  a  24  year  career. 

He  obtained  his  B.Sc.  in  Chemical  En- 
gineering from  the  University  of  Alberta 
prior  to  joining  the  Research  Council  in 
1964.  Here,  he  worked  as  a  laboratory 
chemist  in  the  Industrial  and  Engineering 
Services  Department's  Pollution 
Laboratory,  conducting  pollution  studies 
on  contract  to  industry  clients. 

This  laboratory  later  evolved  into  the 
Industrial  Services  Laboratory  -  offering 
its  clients  expanded  service  in  the  areas 
of  materials  analysis,  identification,  test- 
ing and  formulation. 

Val  left  the  laboratory  in  1982  and  con- 
tinued to  provide  industrial  assistance 
from  an  office,  initially  handling  a  num- 


ber of  the  chemical  and  chemical  en- 
gineering enquiries. 

Administration  of  the  Industrial 
Research  Assistance  Program  (IRAP)  on 
behalf  of  the  National  Research  Coiincil 
was  the  most  recent  focus  of  Val's  work. 

"My  time  with  the  Alberta  Research 


Council  has  been  very  rewarding.  I  feel 
fortunate  for  the  association  with  col- 
leagues from  other  departments,  many  of 
whom  I  have  come  to  regard  as  friends. 
They  made  my  job  easier  through  their 
cooperation. 

"I  also  enjoyed  my  contact  and  invol- 
vement with  members  of  Alberta's  in- 
dustrial and  business  communities  over 
the  years,  and  the  good  feedback  we  get 
when  they  are  successful  because  of  our 
efforts,"  he  says. 

Val  plans  to  take  it  easy  for  at  least  six 
months  before  making  any  firm  decisions 
about  his  future.  After  that,  he  says  he 
may  work  on  a  part-time  consulting  basis. 

Val  Osinchuk,  pictured  at  his  retirement 
party,  made  contact  with  an  average  of 
2.5  new  clients  each  working  day.  That 
translates  into  approximately  11  800  new 
clients  handled  by  Val  personally  over  his 
24-year  career. 


TALKBACK 


Make  your  opinions  known  in  Newsline 


Do  you  have  questions  of  or  about  the 
organization?  Do  you  have  a  sugges- 
tion, comment  or  beef  you  would  like  to 
air?  Are  you  willing  to  sign  your  name 
to  your  opinions  and  share  them  with  the 
rest  of  your  colleagues  at  the  Alberta 
Research  Council? 

If  you  answered  yes  to  any  or  all  of 
these  questions  then  we  want  to  hear  from 
you  for  our  new  Talkback  column  which 


will  run  on  a  trial  basis  for  the  next  six 
months. 

Employees'  signed  questions  and  com- 
ments will  be  accepted  by  Carmen 
Forster,  editor  of  Newsline,  in  the  first 
two  weeks  of  each  month.  Those  requir- 
ing answers  will  be  forwarded  to  the  ap- 
propriate respondent  for  comment.  A 
sampling  of  questions,  with  correspond- 
ing answers,  opinions  and  suggestions 


will  be  run  in  the  following  month's  edi- 
tion of  Newsline. 

This  is  your  chance  to  be  heard  and  to 
get  answers  to  your  questions.  All  ques- 
tions will  be  answered,  whether  or  not 
they  are  published  in  Newsline. 

Your  opinion  counts  at  the  Alberta 
Research  Council  and  we  want  to  hear 
from  you. 


Newsline,  January  1989 
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